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Once the article is editorially accepted 
by the journal, the corresponding 
author receives an email invitation to 
complete the identification process 
and specify their affiliation

The corresponding author acts on 
behalf of all the other authors for this 
article. They are responsible for 
reviewing and accepting the terms of 
the publishing agreement, and for 
arranging any payment if required

Email invite to complete 
identification process
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Country selection

The corresponding 
author is prompted to 
select their country or 
region of residence from 
a drop-down list
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Introduction page

The corresponding 
author sees basic 
information about 
publishing their article 
open access, including 
the list price article 
processing charge (APC) 
of the journal
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The corresponding author 
confirms the institutional 
affiliation they provided 
during article submission

If the information 
displayed is incorrect, they 
can update it here

This affiliation information 
is used solely for 
agreement identification. It 
does not affect the 
published article

Confirm institutional 
affiliation
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＊4 b) Change institutional 
affiliation

Selecting “No, I’ve changed institution”
on the affiliation confirmation page 
opens this page.

Authors shall select their institution so 
the system can identify agreements they 
may qualify for. It automatically 
retrieves identifiers such as email 
domains and IP address ranges.

Authors can request that their 
institution cover publication fees if it has 
signed a relevant agreement, the journal 
falls within its scope, and the article type 
is eligible.



7

Welcome message

If the author is potentially 
eligible for an agreement, they 
will see a welcome message 
that provides information 

The author must be publishing 
an eligible article type in an 
eligible journal to request 
coverage. Authors who do not 
meet these requirements will 
not see the welcome message 
and can continue with the 
publishing process
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Summary

The corresponding author is shown a 
summary of the information they have 
provided and their selected agreement

This is the final point in the journey where 
the corresponding author can change this 
information

The corresponding author submits their 
article for approval by their institution for 
APC coverage
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Publishing model choice

*This page appears only when 
the institution has used its OA 
publishing allocation under its 
transformative agreement.

If no agreement covers their 
publication costs, authors can 
publish via the subscription 
model or use other funds to pay 
for open access.

Authors who choose open 
access will receive a breakdown 
of the charges.
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Verification

From the AAS homepage, approval managers 
can view requests in more detail

The detailed view contains all the metadata 
necessary to accurately verify the author's and 
article’s eligibility

The approval managers make the decision to 
approve or reject the article for APC coverage

The availability of information is dependent on 
what the author provides and the journal’s policies
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OA pre-publishing declaration

Corresponding authors need to complete 
their publishing agreement, also known as 
license to publish (LtP)

The document outlines the rights of the 
author and Springer Nature in relation to 
the use of the article and confirms the 
author's eligibility to publish their article

To generate the correct license to publish, 
the corresponding author selects their 
employment status, then clicks 'Confirm'

Authors sign their license and can 
download a copy for reference, allowing 
them to continue with the publishing 
process
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For OA articles, the author 
needs to agree to the 
publishing agreement or 
Licence to Publish (LtP) post 
article acceptance

Author signs the LtP



13

Confirmation of completed license

Once signed, the author 
can download a copy for 
their records
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Publication I

After the coverage of the 
APC has been agreed by the 
institution and the author 
has signed the LtP, the article 
will continue into the final 
stages of publication where 
the author can complete 
their proofs

Once the author is happy, 
the article is published online 
under the relevant open 
access license
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Funding Note

The funding note highlights that the costs to publish the article open access (the APC) have 
been covered by the Transformative Agreement 



16

After publication, authors will receive an email 
with details of the applicable OA licence.

The email will include:

• Information about the article

• The licence type (CC-BY, CC-BY-NC or CC-BY-
NC-ND)

• How authors can share their article

• Information on promoting and citing the 
article

• Additional services Springer Nature offers 
authors

The email also includes a link to the online 
article and a PDF copy.

Publication II
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Support for authors

Springer Nature offers author support throughout the entire publishing process

Useful resources include:

● Author helpdesk - support.springer.com

● OA.Verification@springernature.com

● https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/oa-agreements

https://support.springer.com/en/support/home
https://support.springer.com/en/support/home
mailto:OA.Verification@springernature.com
mailto:OA.Verification@springernature.com


THANK YOU
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Change background
To change the background colour:
• Right-click the slide and click 

‘Format Background…’
• Choose a colour from the palette

With any issues you may have, 
please write to: 
oa.verification@springernature.com
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